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Now is the time to join this progressive and collaborative effort to share gun crime information with partners in the law enforcement community within the Commonwealth of Virginia by logging into eTrace at 
www.atfonline.gov/eTrace
. 
 
All of your trace data will be made available to the State-level data pool
,
 and your agency would then have access to that shared data pool as well. 
The following agencies have joined forces to share firearms trace data:
AUGUSTA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE               
BLACKSTONE  POLICE DEPARTMENT             
CAROLINE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE             
CHARLOTTESVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT          
CHESAPEAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT               
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT          
COLONIAL HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT        
CULPEPER COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE            
DANVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT                 
DEPARTMENT OF GAME & INLAND FISHERIES
EMPORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT                  
FAIRFAX COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT
FLUVANNA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE              
GLOUCESTER COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE            
HAMPTON POLICE DEPARTMENT                  
HANOVER COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE               
HENRICO COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT               
HOPEWELL POLICE DEPARTMENT               
KING GEORGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE           
KING WILLIAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE          
LOUISA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE                
LYNCHBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT                
MANASSAS POLICE DEPARTMENT                 
NEW KENT COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT              
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE               
PETERSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT               
PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE                   
RICHMOND POLICE DEPARTMENT                              
ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE                      
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE                       
SALEM POLICE DEPARTMENT                                   
SALTVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT                           
SOUTH BOSTON POLICE DEPARTMENT           
SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE                      
SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE                     
STAFFORD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE                         
STAUNTON POLICE DEPARTMENT                                
VIRGINIA BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT                          
VIRGINIA STATE POLICE
WARRENTON POLICE DEPARTMENT                               
WAYNESBORO POLICE DEPARTMENT                              
WINCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT             
WYTHE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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The trace information provided by eTrace is accomplished by National Tracing Center personnel, and is a systematic tracking of the movement of a firearm recovered by law enforcement officials from its first transfer by the manufacturer through the distribution chain, which is from wholesaler or retailer to the last retail purchaser.   While a trace may be requested by U.S. Mail, an online request through eTrace provides the following benefits:
Significant reduction in the turnaround time required to process a trace request.
Ability to perform online analytical research relative to the jurisdiction based on the information provided in the trace requests; i.e., view a summary listing of recently submitted traces; view the status of traces in progress or completed; perform a quick search or a detailed multi-layered search; submit urgent trace requests for processing, reopen a trace to provide previously missing or invalid data; and ability to generate statistical reports such as number of traces, top firearms traced, time-to-crime rates, age of possessors, historical data
,
 etc.
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Increase the overall number of crime guns traced by providing a user friendly interface for entering trace data
.
Ability to view, print, or download completed trace results at any time.
If you have any questions
,
 please call
,
 or email
, 
Ms. Donna K. Tate, Manager, Firearms Transaction Center, Department of State Police at 804-674-2210
 or 
donna.tate@vsp.virginia.gov
.
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The Virginia Missing Children’s Clearinghouse is proud to announce our continued joint efforts with the U.S. Department of Justice to educate Virginia fifth-grade students about personal safety issues through a national poster contest.  
The Virginia Missing Children’s Clearinghouse
,
 with the Virginia State Police
,
 is calling all fifth graders from across the Commonwealth to participate in the United States Department of Justice 2014 National Missing Children’s Day poster contest
,
 by entering at the state level for a chance to be selected as the national winner and awarded a free trip to Washington D.C.  The purpose of the contest is to demonstrate America’s united effort to bring missing children home safely, while highlighting the importance of proactive education programs. 
The 2014 poster contest is open to all Virginia fifth grade students.  The theme for this year’s contest is “Bring Our Missing Children Home”.  The finished poster must measure 8 ½ X 14 inches and contain the phrase “Bring our Missing Children Home” somewhere on the poster.  Poster entry submissions for Virginia have been extended until 
February 1, 2014
.  
Poster submissions must include a completed application.  The application
,
 and other important information
,
 can be found on the Virginia State Police website at 
www.virginiatrooper.org
 
Posters, along with the completed application should be mailed to:
First Sergeant K. Scott Downs
Virginia Missing Children’s Clearinghouse
Virginia State Police
P.
 
O. Box 27472
Richmond, Virginia 23261
For more information regarding the 2014 National Missing Children’s Day Poster Contest, please visit the Virginia State Police website at 
http://www.vsp.state.va.us/MissingChildrenPosterContest.shtm
, the 
U.S. Department of Justice website at 
http://mecptraining.org/poster-contest/
, or contact the Virginia Missing Children’s Clearinghouse at 804-674-4660.  
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Have you ever wondered how the Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) Department or Central Criminal Records Exchange (CCRE) handles arrest cards and criminal records for individuals who only provide one name at the time of their arrest?    More and more people are petitioning the courts for name changes
,
 and some have been granted for individuals who want to be known by one name.   Of course
,
 not everyone has a legal name change but
,
 none the less
,
 they are known to their friends and community by one name. 
When an individual is arrested and only provides one name for booking
, t
he officer needs to ask the individual if the name provided is his/her first or last name
,
 and 
should follow
 the example below to assist them in filling the name out correctly on the arrest card.
EXAMPLE
:
The name is
:
 
Prince
.  If the individual says that 
Prince
 is their 
first
 name
,
 you would enter the name on the arrest card as follows:   XXX, Prince
If the individual says that 
Prince
 is their 
last
 name
,
 you would enter the name on the arrest card as follows:  Prince, XXX
Per the III help desk at NCIC in West Virginia
,
 we should be using triple X’s for instances like this.  Using XXX for the first or last name will not prevent a hit when an inquiry is made on the name. 
NCIC/VCIN Purpose Codes
In recent months the VCIN office has been receiving inquiries about using Purpose Code J, F, and C.  Agencies are questioning when it is appropriate to use the Purpose Code J, and what the difference is between Purpose Code F and C.  
Agencies have questioned if Purpose Code “J” can be used for additional III Criminal History requests in addition to the original employment purpose.  
Purpose Code “J” is used for initial background checks or re-check of agency personnel, as well as the following:
1.
Noncriminal justice agencies that are involved with the administration of criminal justice on behalf of the criminal justice agency. 
2.
Vendors or contractors who are involved with the administration of criminal justice for the criminal justice agency, e.g., personnel involved with maintenance of computer systems, upgrading records systems, data entry clerks, etc.  
3.
Volunteers at the criminal justice agency who are involved with the administration of criminal justice for the criminal justice agency, e.g., volunteer dispatchers, volunteer data entry clerks, volunteers at a confinement facility who are providing inmate rehabilitation, etc.  
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The IBR website 
is, of course, used to submit your monthly files. But, it 
can 
also 
be a valuable resource for your agency in terms of keeping track of your crime data
, as well as, providing useful and timely information
. 
 Information available includes:
Bulletin: (
T
ip of the Month, Recent News, Points of Interest, etc.)
At the beginning of each month, the state Program posts a ‘TIP OF THE MONTH’ on the IBR website.
 
 We discuss situations that frequently come to the attention of the IBR staff along with ideas or “tips” to help agency personnel resolve these issues. 
 
We encourage all IBR personnel to review these postings on a regular basis, and determine how they may impact your agency.
  Other important information and time sensitive material is posted within this category as well.
 
C
ategories 
used to navigate the IBR website 
are located under ‘Menu’ on the left side of the computer screen
,
 once the user is logged on. 
These categories, along with a brief description, consist of the following:
File Submission (subcategories, “New Submission,” “View Submission Status,” View Unresolved Errors):  
This is where monthly data files are submitted. 
 
This is also where month
ly data files, as well as errors for Group 
A
 offenses and Group B arrests, are listed.
 
 
When the error
r
ed incident has been 
corrected and 
successfully resubmitted to the state Program, that incident number will automatically be removed from the unresolved error list.
S
tatistical Reports 
(subcategories, “Synopsis of Offense,” “Arrest,” “Homicide,” “Involved Parties,” and “Property”):  
T
he statistical reports on the IBR website will 
list 
the number of offenses and arrests you have submitted by type of offense. 
 
Keep in mind
,
 any incidents on the unresolved error list will not be counted in your crime and arrest numbers, so please review 
all 
errors and resubmit the corrected reports
,
 as soon as possible.
Reports (subcategories, “Search IBR” and “Adhoc Report.”  
These reports allow the production of a 
single 
formatted 
incident
 or multiple 
incidents 
meeting certain criteria
 that can be selected by the user.
Publications
 
(subcategor
y
, “IBR Publications”):
 
IBR Publications contains
 all of the formal publications, as well as abstracts from the state and national Programs for agencies, to successfully submit their monthly IBR flies. 
 
FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions):  
Have an IBR question?  Submit it here, and we will provide you with an answer.  You can also use this as a resource to search for questions that have already been answered. 
Update ORI:
  Allows the modification of your agency data.  If you make changes, however, please notify the state IBR office so we will be aware of these changes as well.
Training
 
(subcategory
, “Exercises” “
Tutorials
”
):
  “
Exercises
” give several examples of offense classification of crimes against persons, property, and society.
 
 “Tutorials” c
onsist of a number
 of sessions that step the user through the “IBR process;” these are currently under construction. 
 
Group A Offenses 
Statewide, the Group 
A
 offense nine month preliminary data figures for 2012 and 2013 are as follows:
Group A Offenses
Nine Months
2012
2013
Percent Diff.
Murder/Non
-
negligent 
215
238
10.7
Kidnapping/Abduction
951
1,098
1
5
.
5
Forcible Rape
1,091
1,063
-2.6
Other Forcible Sex Offenses
2,598
2,529
-2.7
Robbery
3,284
3,246
-1.2
Aggravated Assault
6,716
6,827
1.7
Simple Assault & Intimidation
71,552
69,08
7
-3.4
Arson
864
720
-16.7
Extortion/Blackmail
82
100
22.0
Burglary
20,422
19,445
-4.8
Larceny Theft
101,468
101,479
0.0
Motor Vehicle Theft
6,536
6,238
-4.6
Counterfeiting/Forgery
4,711
4,277
-9.2
Fraud Offenses
19,554
21,680
10.9
Embezzlement
1,735
1,856
7.0
Stolen Property Offenses
916
1,064
16.2
Damage/Vandalism of Property
51,825
47,063
-9.2
Drug/Narcotic Offenses
40,261
42,777
6.2
Non-Forcible Sex Offenses
134
134
0.0
Pornography/Obscene Material
481
746
55.1
Gambling Offenses
39
36
-7.7
Prostitution Offenses
800
777
-2.9
Bribery
21
13
-38.1
Weapon Law Violations
6,536
6,524
-0.2
TOTAL
342,792
33
9
,
017
-1.1
 
) (
The difference between responses from a PUR/F and a PUR/C:
When inquiring on criminal history in Virginia with purpose code F you will receive the subject’s mental history check
,
 but you 
will not
 get a complete criminal history check from the Virginia files.  The only criminal history you will receive will be conviction data that would disqualify the person from purchasing or possessing a firearm.  It is also important to note that the mental health record contained in this check is name based only.  It is not fingerprint
 based
 like the conviction data on the criminal history.  If you receive a mental health indicator
,
 it is imperative that further investigation is conducted to ensure that the name listed is the same person that is being inquired upon.  If you need a complete criminal history along with the Firearms disqualifiers, you should also run a Purpose Code C in order to obtain the full criminal history.
For guidance on all purpose codes and when they should be used, please refer to the 2013 VCIN Operating Manual, Criminal History Section pages II-9-17 through II-9-19.  
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Group A and Group B Arrests
 
Arrests
 –
Nine Months
Adult
Juvenile 
Adult
Juvenile 
Adult Diff.
Juv. Diff.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2012
2013
 
 
Group A
92,558
10,548
94,239
9,793
1.8
-7.2
Group B
141,099
10,467
132,550
9,252
-6.1
-11.6
TOTAL
233,657
21,015
226,789
19,045
-2.9
-9.4
Comparing preliminary nine months’ data for 2012 and 2013, for adults, the number of Group A arrests saw a slight increase, but decreased for Group B arrests (1.8% and -6.1%). Juveniles experienced decreases for both Group A arrests (-7.2%) as well as Group B arrests (-11.6%). 
YEAR-END DATA CONSIDERATIONS
The final date for submitting 2013 data that will be included in 'Crime in Virginia' and 'Crime in the U.S.' is quickly approaching.  Based on prior years, 
mid-March
 of 2014, will be the deadline to submit any revisions, updates, and/or corrections to 2013 crime and arrest data that will be published in the state and federal reports. These numbers are based on data that agencies submit error-free. We suggest that on the day after you submit each IBR file, you check back on the website and view the 'error report.' The 'error report' includes descriptions of any errors that may have occurred.
It is also important to verify that data intended to be submitted was actually included in the IBR file and was accepted. Occasionally, an IBR file may appear on the website as 'processed.'  However, the error report will show that no data at all was accepted because the IBR file contained a fatal error, such as an incorrect agency name. 
It is a good idea to verify that you've submitted the appropriate monthly IBR file.  We've seen cases where an agency has submitted the same IBR monthly file multiple times.
Please contact the state IBR Program office with any questions or concerns.  As always, thank you all for your efforts to make the state's crime data as complete and accurate as possible.
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